Removing practice barriers.
Representatives of the American Nurses Association (ANA) and the American Medical Association (AMA) met recently to discuss issues of mutual interest to the professions, particularly in light of changes that may occur with health care reform. As a result, a joint definition of nurse-physician collaboration was developed. This definition, along with recommendations that the two associations enter into a continuing dialogue, is an important first step on behalf of the two health care professions. It represents a shared commitment to the American consumers of health care in a time in which it is critically needed.